
  

 

Chapter 872 

Offenses Concerning Dead Bodies and Graves 

872.01 Dealing in dead bodies. 

(1) Whoever buys, sells, or has in his or her possession for the purpose of buying or selling or trafficking 
in the dead body of any human being shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable 
as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083; provided, however, that nothing contained in this section 
shall be construed to prohibit the obtaining, dissecting, using, and disposing of dead bodies for the 
purpose of teaching or other appropriate university research by any medical school, dental school, 
school of nursing, or other university research or teaching unit which is a part of a regularly 
established or chartered institution of higher learning under the laws of the state.  

History.—s. 26, ch. 1637, 1868; RS 2625; GS 3545; RGS 5446; CGL 7589; s. 1, ch. 22057, 1943; s. 1, ch. 26724, 

1951; s. 1133, ch. 71-136; s. 1407, ch. 97-102. 

 

872.02 Injuring or removing tomb or monument; disturbing contents of grave or 
tomb; penalties. 

(1) A person who willfully and knowingly destroys, mutilates, defaces, injures, or removes any tomb, 
monument, gravestone, burial mound, earthen or shell monument containing human skeletal remains 
or associated burial artifacts, or other structure or thing placed or designed for a memorial of the dead, 
or any fence, railing, curb, or other thing intended for the protection or ornamentation of any tomb, 
monument, gravestone, burial mound, earthen or shell monument containing human skeletal remains 
or associated burial artifacts, or other structure before mentioned, or for any enclosure for the burial 
of the dead, or willfully destroys, mutilates, removes, cuts, breaks, or injures any tree, shrub, or plant 
placed or being within any such enclosure, commits a felony of the third degree, punishable as 
provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

(2) A person who willfully and knowingly disturbs the contents of a tomb or grave commits a felony of 
the second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

(3) This section shall not apply to any person acting under the direction or authority of the Division of 
Historical Resources of the Department of State, to cemeteries operating under chapter 497, or to any 
person otherwise authorized by law to remove or disturb a tomb, monument, gravestone, burial 
mound, or similar structure, or its contents, as described in subsection (1). 
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Chapter 872 

Offenses Concerning Dead Bodies and Graves (continued) 

872.02 (continued) 

(4) For purposes of this section, the term “tomb” includes any mausoleum, columbarium, or belowground 
crypt. 

History.—s. 27, ch. 1637, 1868; RS 2626; GS 3546; RGS 5447; CGL 7590; s. 1134, ch. 71-136; s. 1, ch. 84-230; s. 

2, ch. 87-154; s. 1408, ch. 97-102; s. 11, ch. 98-268. 

 

872.03 Cremating human bodies; limitation. 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to cremate any dead human body prior to the 
expiration of 48 hours after the death of such human body. 

(2) Anyone convicted for the violation of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second 
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

History.—ss. 1, 2, ch. 21780, 1943; s. 1135, ch. 71-136. 

 

872.04 Autopsies; consent required, exception. 

(2) “Autopsy” means a postmortem dissection of a dead human body in order to determine the cause, 
seat, or nature of disease or injury and includes the retention of tissues customarily removed during 
the course of autopsy for evidentiary, identification, diagnostic, scientific, or therapeutic purposes.  

(3) Unless otherwise authorized by statute, no autopsy shall be performed without the written consent 
by the health care surrogate, as provided in s. 765.202, if one has been designated.  If a health care 
surrogate has not been designated, then written consent may be provided by the spouse, nearest 
relative, or, if no such next of kin can be found, the person who has assumed custody of the body 
for purposes of burial.  When two or more persons assume custody of the body for such purposes, 
then the consent of any one of them shall be sufficient to authorize the autopsy.  

(4) Any such written consent may be given by telegram, and any telegram purporting to have been sent 
by a person authorized to give such consent will be presumed to have been sent by such person.  A 
duly witnessed telephone permission is acceptable in lieu of written permission in those 
circumstances where obtaining written permission would result in undue delay. 
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Chapter 872 

Offenses Concerning Dead Bodies and Graves (continued) 

872.04 (continued) 

(5) If after diligent search and inquiry it is established by the chief law enforcement officer having 
jurisdiction, through his or her examination of missing persons records and other inquiry, that no 
person can be found who can authorize an autopsy as herein provided, then after a reasonable time, 
any person licensed to practice medicine under chapter 458 or osteopathic medicine under chapter 
459, and whose practice involves the usual performance of autopsies, may conduct an autopsy, 
without written consent, on the remains for purposes of confirming medical diagnosis and 
suspected communicable diseases; and no cause of action will be brought against such physician for 
performance of such autopsy.  A reasonable time for purposes of this provision shall be not less 
than 48 hours or more than 72 hours after death. 

History.—ss. 1-3, ch. 67-87; s. 1, ch. 70-367; s. 1, ch. 78-34; s. 182, ch. 79-164; s. 1, ch. 93-15; s. 1409, ch. 97-

102. 

 

872.05 Unmarked human burials. 

(1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT. 

IT IS THE INTENT OF THE Legislature that all human burials and human skeletal remains be 
accorded equal treatment and respect based upon common human dignity without reference to ethnic 
origin, cultural background, or religious affiliation.  This section applies to all human burials, human 
skeletal remains, and associated burial artifacts not otherwise protected under chapter 497 or other 
state law and found upon or within any public or private land in the state, including submerged lands. 

(2) DEFINITIONS. 
As used in this section: 
 
a) “Archaeologist” means a person who is registered by the Society of Professional 

Archaeologists with an emphasis in field research or who, in the judgment of the State 
Archaeologist, meets the training and experience requirements necessary for such 
registration. 

b) “District medical examiner” means a person appointed under s. 406.06, s. 406.15, or s. 
406.17. 
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Chapter 872 

Offenses Concerning Dead Bodies and Graves (continued) 

872.05 (continued) 

c)  “Division” means the Division of Historical Resources of the Department of State. 

d) “Human skeletal analyst” means a person who possesses a postgraduate degree in 
human skeletal biology, human forensic osteology, or other related area of physical 
anthropology and who has a minimum of 1 year of laboratory experience in human 
skeletal analysis and reconstruction. 

e) “State Archaeologist” means the person employed by the division pursuant to s. 
267.03(6). 

f) “Unmarked human burial” means any human skeletal remains or associated burial 
artifacts or any location, including any burial mound or earthen shell monument, where 
human skeletal remains or associated burial artifacts are discovered or believed to exist 
on the basis of archaeological or historical evidence, excluding any burial marked or 
previously marked by a tomb, monument, gravestone, or other structure or thing placed 
or designed as a memorial of the dead. 

(3) NOTIFICATION. 

a) Any person who knows or has reason to know that an unmarked human burial is being 
unlawfully disturbed, destroyed, defaced, mutilated, removed, excavated, or exposed shall 
immediately notify the local law enforcement agency with jurisdiction in the area where the 
unmarked human burial is located. 

b) Any law enforcement agency that finds evidence that an unmarked human burial has been 
unlawfully disturbed shall notify the district medical examiner pursuant to subsection (4). 
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Chapter 872 

Offenses Concerning Dead Bodies and Graves (continued) 

872.05 (continued) 

(4) DISCOVERY OF AN UNMARKED HUMAN BURIAL OTHER THAN DURING AN 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION. 
When an unmarked human burial is discovered other than during an archaeological excavation 
authorized by the state or an educational institution, all activity that may disturb the unmarked human 
burial shall cease immediately, and the district medical examiner shall be notified.  Such an activity 
shall not resume unless specifically authorized by the district medical examiner or the State 
Archaeologist. 
 

a) If the district medical examiner finds that the unmarked human burial may be involved in a 
legal investigation or represents the burial of an individual who has been dead less than 75 
years, the district medical examiner shall assume jurisdiction over and responsibility for such 
unmarked human burial, and no other provisions of this section shall apply.  The district 
medical examiner shall have 30 days after notification of the unmarked human burial to 
determine if he or she shall maintain jurisdiction or refer the matter to the State Archaeologist. 

b) If the district medical examiner finds that the unmarked human burial is not involved in a legal 
investigation and represents the burial of an individual who has been dead 75 years or more, he 
or she shall notify the State Archaeologist, and the division may assume jurisdiction over and 
responsibility for the unmarked human burial pursuant to subsection (6). 

c) When the division assumes jurisdiction over an unmarked human burial, the State 
Archaeologist shall consult a human skeletal analyst who shall report within 15 days as to the 
cultural and biological characteristics of the human skeletal remains and where such burial or 
remains should be held prior to a final disposition. 

(5) DISCOVERY OF AN UNMARKED HUMAN BURIAL DURING AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
EXCAVATION. 

a) When an unmarked human burial is discovered as a result of an archaeological excavation and 
the archaeologist finds that the unmarked human burial represents the burial of an individual 
who has been dead less than 75 years, the archaeologist shall notify the district medical 
examiner, and all activity that may disturb the unmarked human burial shall cease until the 
district medical examiner authorizes the work to resume. 
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Chapter 872 

Offenses Concerning Dead Bodies and Graves (continued) 

872.05 (continued) 

b) If such unmarked human burial represents the burial of an individual who has been dead 75 
years or more, archaeological activities may not resume until the State Archaeologist has been 
notified of the unmarked human burial. 

c) Within 15 days after the discovery of an unmarked human burial, the archaeologist conducting 
the excavation shall report to the State Archaeologist his or her opinion regarding the cultural 
and biological characteristics of the unmarked human burial and where human skeletal remains 
and associated burial artifacts should be held prior to a final disposition.  The division may 
assume jurisdiction over and responsibility for the unmarked human burial pursuant to 
subsection (6). 

(6) JURISDICTION; DUTIES OF THE STATE ARCHAEOLOGIST. 
The division may assume jurisdiction over and responsibility for an unmarked human burial in 
order to initiate efforts for the proper protection of the burial and the human skeletal remains and 
associated burial artifacts.  Whenever the division assumes jurisdiction over and responsibility for 
an unmarked human burial, the State Archaeologist shall: 

a) Determine whether the unmarked human burial is historically, archaeologically, or 
scientifically significant.  If the burial is deemed significant, reinterment may not occur until 
the remains have been examined by a human skeletal analyst designated by the State 
Archaeologist. 

b) Make reasonable efforts to identify and locate persons who can establish direct kinship, tribal, 
community, or ethnic relationships with the individual or individuals whose remains constitute 
the unmarked human burial. If possible, the State Archaeologist shall consult with the closest 
related family member or recognized community leaders, if a community or ethnic relationship 
is established, in determining the proper disposition of the remains found in the unmarked 
human burial. 

c) If he or she is unable to establish a kinship, tribal, community, or ethnic relationship with the 
unmarked human burial, determine the proper disposition of the burial and consult with persons 
with relevant experience, including: 

1. A human skeletal analyst. 

2. Two Native American members of current state tribes recommended by the Governor’s 
Council on Indian Affairs, Inc., if the remains are those of a Native American. 
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Chapter 872 

Offenses Concerning Dead Bodies and Graves (continued) 

872.05 (continued) 

3. Two representatives of related community or ethnic groups if the remains are not those of a 
Native American. 

4. An individual who has special knowledge or experience regarding the particular type of the 
unmarked human burial. 

If the State Archaeologist finds that an unmarked human burial is historically, archaeologically, or 
scientifically significant and if the parties with whom he or she is required under this subsection to 
consult agree, the human skeletal remains and the associated burial artifacts thereof shall belong to the 
state with title thereto vested in the division. 

(7) REPORT REQUIRED. 

The archaeologist and human skeletal analyst involved in the archaeological excavation and scientific 
analysis of an unmarked human burial shall submit a written report of archaeological and scientific 
findings as well as a summary of such findings, in terms that may be understood by laypersons, to the 
State Archaeologist within 2 years after completion of an excavation.  The division shall publish the 
summary within 1 year after its receipt and shall make such report available upon request. 

(8) PUBLIC DISPLAY. 

a) Associated burial artifacts may be made available on loan by the division for educational 
purposes to institutions that have demonstrated an ability to provide safe, proper, and respectful 
care. 

b) The division shall develop guidelines and adopt rules regarding the public display of human 
remains.  Such guidelines and rules shall not restrict legal, medical, or educational use of 
human skeletal remains, or the display of human skeletal remains in a manner not objectionable 
to groups with a kinship, tribal, community, or ethnic relationship to the individual whose 
remains are displayed. 

(9) EXCAVATION NOT REQUIRED. 
This section does not require excavation of an unmarked human burial unless circumstances require 
excavation to prevent destruction of the human skeletal remains. 
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Chapter 872 

Offenses Concerning Dead Bodies and Graves (continued) 

872.05 (continued) 

(10) VIOLATION AND PENALTIES. 
a) Any person who willfully and knowingly disturbs, destroys, removes, vandalizes, or damages 

an unmarked human burial is guilty of a felony of the third degree, punishable as provided in s. 
775.082, s. 775.083, or s. 775.084. 

b) Any person who has knowledge that an unmarked human burial is being disturbed, vandalized, 
or damaged and fails to notify the local law enforcement agency with jurisdiction in the area 
where the unmarked human burial is located is guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, 
punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

c) This subsection shall not apply to any person acting under the direction or authority of the 
division or to any person otherwise authorized by law to disturb, destroy, or remove an 
unmarked human burial. 

(11) RULES. 
The Department of State may prescribe by rule procedures for reporting an unmarked human burial 
and for determining jurisdiction over the burial. 

 
History.—s. 1, ch. 96-393. 
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	terms
	abrasive: Media used to inscribe modern monumental works; sand or powdered pumice stone, which is rubbed against a sculpture’s surface to create a smooth or polished effect.
	acid rain: Rainfall with a lower than normal ph.
	acidic deposition: Acid rain fallen on an absorbent stone. The leading cause of damage and decay to calcium carbonate based rock, including most marble and some limestone.
	arch: A curved construction which spans an opening.
	argillaceous: Consisting of, or containing clay.
	armature: Internal frame or hidden support.
	artificial stone: Simulated stone composite material.
	ashlar block: A squared or rectangular block of building stone. Large finished stone block, which is set face bedded; often incorporated into facades of mausoleums, crypts, and historic masonry structures.
	assemblage: Sculptural form made by assembling various shapes and materials.
	assessment: To determine the condition of an object, as in a condition assessment.
	atmospheric staining: Deposition of particulate matter such as soot.
	atmospheric incrustation: A surface crust, formed by a reaction between calcium and acidic water to form calcium sulfate.
	backfill: The operation of replacing dirt removed in excavation.
	barrow: Mound of stones or dirt on top of a grave.
	basalt: A dark, dense volcanic rock difficult to shape.
	bed: In rock, the flat surface of a stone parallel to its stratification.
	bed joint: The horizontal layer of mortar on which a masonry unit is laid.
	biological activity: Algae or lichen growth visible on the stone’s surface.
	block: A concrete masonry unit made with fine aggregate and cement that is shaped in a mold.
	bluestone: A hard fine-grained stone often used for mainly for walkways or patios.
	box tomb: A crypt style monument with no body interred inside. The interior is a hollow cavity.
	brick masonry: A type of construction that has units of baked clay or shale of uniform size, small enough to be placed with one hand, laid in courses with mortar joints to form walls, pillars, and various structures.
	bronze: An alloy of approximately 90 percent copper and 10 percent tin, which contains small amounts of other metals such as lead and zinc. Hard and durable, it is one of the most commonly used materials for sculptural works.
	burial mound: A mound resulting from dirt piled upon a corpse.
	burial vault: A concrete or other material used as a grave liner; to keep a grave from subsiding.
	cairn: A mound of stones serving as memorial or marker.
	calcareous: Consisting of, or containing, calcium carbonate or carbonate of lime.
	calcite: A rock forming mineral, calcite is found in limestone and seashells. It is very common on the earth’s surface, as it dissolves in water and grows anywhere that water can reach.
	calcium: A soft, silver- white chemical element found in limestone, marble and chalks.
	cap: The top cement surface on a masonry structure.
	capstone: Stone on top of a monument or wall.
	casket: A rectangular coffin.
	carving: A traditional subtractive method of producing a sculpture in which the material is cut away or chipped away; also a tern used to describe letting an inscription or decoration in a gravestone or monument.
	cast: The form produced by filling a mold.
	cast iron: Iron made in a mold.
	cavity wall: A wall with an air space behind it, such as in a box tomb.
	cement: The binding material which holds the aggregates together, in concrete and mortar, binding them into a solid mass.
	cemetery: A final resting place for human remains. Larger, planned, and more organized in structure, then the earlier graveyards and burying grounds.
	cenotaph: A monument to honor a deceased who is buried elsewhere, or whose body was never found.
	charnel house: A place for storing bones or corpses.
	clay: A malleable, moist earth mixed with water that becomes hard when baked.
	closure brick: A partial brick that is cut to fit into a place to complete a course.
	coffin: The boxes in which bodies are laid to rest.
	column: A tall, vertical, cylindrical member, most often associated, with a classical capitol.
	concrete: A artificial stone made by mixing cement and sand with gravel, broken stone, or other aggregate.  The preferred material for all modern monuments foundations.
	conservation: To save and protect what is left as it is found. To stabilize what is left of an artifact. The proper term to describe a huge scope of procedures and treatments performed to save and protect art and historic gravestones, monuments, sculp...
	coping: Large stone blocks set at the perimeter of a grave site. Most often found on large Victorian family plots; the top course of a masonry wall.
	course: One of the continuous horizontal layers (rows) of masonry that forms a structure.
	crazing: The checking or cracking of the surface of artificial stone, concrete, etc.
	crypt: A subterranean vault used as a burial chamber; may be located beneath a church floor.
	descanos: Roadside crosses; often found on alongside sharp bends in roadways.
	dissolution of marble: Very advanced stage of deterioration; a combination of multiple decay mechanisms including, erosion, sugaring, and spalling.
	dry stack: Stonework with mortar recessed so that it is invisible.
	dry stone wall: A stone wall built without mortar.
	efflorescence: The white or grayish crust sometimes formed on the surface of masonry or stone, often as calcium sulfate. It is caused by the leeching-out of soluble chemical salts, from the stone, brick or mortar joints through the forces of capillary...
	engraving: Inscription formed by carving or sandblasting into stone.
	entomb: To place in a tomb or grave.
	epitaph: An inscription on a gravestone or monument. Often a short poem, literary piece, or description of the deceased virtues. Very common on historic gravestones, but seldom used in modern monuments.
	erosion: When pertaining to stone; gradually wearing away of surface; associated with sugaring in marble. Regarding landscape, the slow tendency of earth to move down hill, through the forces of wind water, and ice.
	evaporate: To change into or pass off in vapor; Important part of the rising damp cycle in gravestones; the force which pulls salts and minerals towards the surface of stone and masonry structures combined with capillary action.
	exfoliation: Peeling or scaling of stone surface.
	exhume: To remove from a grave.
	face: The front or inscribed surface of a gravestone or monument.
	failure: Collapse, rupture, or fracture. In gravestones, usually refers to a breakdown of a previous repair procedure.
	fallen: A memorial or sculpture which has been toppled over onto the ground.
	feldspar: One of the crystalline minerals in granite.
	finial: An image which is inscribed at the shoulder area, or top upper sides, most common on a historic tablet stone.
	footing: Foundation; A base for a wall or other structure that provides stability; may be concrete, or built masonry.
	footstone: Smaller gravestone set at the foot of a grave, most often in conjunction with a headstone. May be inscribed with only initials, or name, and is smaller then headstone.
	foundation: The part of construction that supports the structure. In monuments, poor quality foundations or no at all account for a large percentage of structural failures.
	fragment: A piece of a broken gravestone, monument, or sculpture.
	gneiss: Hard course grained metamorphic rock, not easily worked. It is also known as a type of granite, composed of mica, quartz, and schist, with additional iron, magnesium and silicates.
	grade: The slope of the ground around a gravestone, monument or structure.
	grade line: The point at which a stone enters the ground. The most common site of tablet stone breakage.
	granite: Geologically an igneous rock made up of mica, quartz, and feldspar. The predominant stone which was used in American monuments during the twentieth century. Most modern monuments and footstones are composed of granite, which is now imported i...
	granular disintegration: The final and most advanced stage of marble or limestone decomposition exhibiting, extensive sugaring and erosion with lost inscription. A highly weakened and deteriorated stone.
	grave: A place of burial, especially the excavation itself.
	grave marker: Something placed in remembrance of the dead; a universal name to describe many types of memorials.
	gravestone: A stone placed on a grave to mark it, commonly inscribed with name, birth and death dates; most often describes a historic memorial. Tends to mean a monolithic, or a one piece stone such as a tablet stone.
	granolithic: Consisting of artificial stone of a fine granular structure.
	headstone: A stone set at the head of a grave.
	igneous rock: Rock formed as molten magma cools and hardens underground. Granite is the most common example, today being almost exclusively employed for monumental works. Course grained igneous rock are called granite and are preferred for monuments a...
	incised carving: Decorative image or inscription cut into stone.
	incipient: Beginning to take place.
	interment: Burial
	inscription: Lettering carved or sandblasted into a gravestone or monument.
	in-situ: On site, constructed or conserved in position.
	joint: Any place where two or more edges or surfaces come to a union.
	keystone: The top stone in an arch or the center stone in a flat span.
	laminated stone: Built up in layers when formed, such as sandstone.
	ledgestone: Pattern of stonework utilizing horizontal joints.
	lime: Produced by burning limestone in a kiln. The base for mortar.
	limestone: A sedimentary rock formed from shells and organic sea matter. If metamorphisized becomes marble. Limestone was often used in nineteenth century monuments as a base. May be difficult to distinguish from marble, but tends to be grayer in colo...
	lunette: Tympanum, upper center area on a gravestone, which often contained an image such as a cherub, urn & willow, or a deaths head.
	mantle: A shelf built into masonry for ornamental reasons.
	marble: Metamorphisized limestone. The most common stone type used from the late 1700s in some areas through present day. Predominantly used during the Victorian era for gravestones, monuments, and sculpture. Unfortunately the stone most adversely eff...
	masonry: Anything constructed of the materials stone, brick, block, concrete, tile, and mortar.
	mausoleum: Large, elaborate tomb or building to hold human remains.
	medallion: A decorative plaque with slightly projecting carvings.
	metamorphic rock: Rock formed or changed by heat and compression. Formed under high pressure and heat over a long period of time. Examples include: Limestone becomes marble, shale becomes slate, and some sandstones become quartzite.
	memorial: Stone commemorating a person; may or may not be marking a grave site.  Gravestones moved away from remains become memorials.
	mica: Mineral that occurs in thin sheets and tends to sparkle. A major part of granite.
	mineral: A solid mixture of chemicals that has certain regular characteristics, such as atomic structure and chemical composition.
	monolith: A one-piece gravestone or monument.
	monument: From the root word meaning,” to think”. A building, structure or memorial; a headstone constructed of two or more sections. Can include a wide range of types and styles.
	national historic landmark: America’s highest designation for historic structures. It was instituted by the Roosevelt Administration in 1935. See web site.
	national register of historic places: America’s official list of buildings, sites and districts which includes some cemeteries. It was founded by Congress in 1966, but is administered by the states.
	patina: The final surface texture or color. The protective crust which forms over time, on the surface of some types of stone outdoors.
	pavers: Bricks in numerous sizes and shapes that are used for constructing sidewalks, patios, and driveways.
	perpetual care: Guarantee of eternal cemetery upkeep; funds were collected and set aside and sometimes markers were placed beside monuments, or inscriptions added to stones, to denote a payment had been collected.
	pitting: Distinct depressions on a stones surface.
	plinth: A block that raises a monument or sculpture.
	plumb: Straight up and down; vertically perpendicular as measured with a spirit level, or plumb bob.
	portland cement: Cement most often used in modern construction to formulate concrete, mortar, and pre-cast products. Creates a very hard solid, not recommended for most aspects of historic preservation.
	preservation: To keep safe from harm or injury; historic preservation attempts to preserve our histories artifacts and objects from previous generations.
	proportion: The correct or desirable relationship between parts.
	quartz: A common crystalline stone. A major part of granite.
	quartzite: Metamorphic sandstone. A harder denser sandstone.
	reinforcing rod: Rebar; A steel rod that is used for reinforcing concrete or masonry.
	reset: The reinstallation of a leaning, fallen, or damaged gravestone or monument.
	reset lowered: A gravestone which has been reset in a lowered position due to being fractured,
	most often near the ground level.
	restoration: To restore or make new again. More aggressive then conservation, restoration implies recreating what has been lost.
	retaining wall: A wall of masonry used to keep soil or other material from in place, and from falling.
	rising damp: Moisture brought upwards through the forces of capillary action and evaporation.
	rowlock: A brick laid on its edge (face).
	sandstone: A sedimentary rock made up of compressed sand. Formed from fresh water sediment. Extensively used in the form of brownstone throughout the Connecticut River valley from the late 1600s to about 1900.
	sarcophagus: A stone coffin.
	sedimentary rock: Rock that forms at the Earths surface. It consists of layers or rock fragments or other substances that have been deposited on top of each other. Examples include; lake and river beds become sandstone, sea beds become limestone.
	sepulcher: A burial vault, a place to store relics in an altar.
	shale: Thinly layered soft stone of clay origin. Becomes slate if metamorphisized
	shim: Cushion. Spacer placed between stone segments. May be lead, copper, plastic and Can vary in thickness.
	shoulder: Top upper outside corners on a gravestone.
	slate: A hard durable rock which comes from metamorphic shale composed mainly of clay. Many of the oldest and best preserved examples of colonial gravestones were carved from slate.
	soapstone: A soft stone composed largely of talc. It carves easily and resists heat well. It tends to work more like a wood then a common stone. Occasionally gravestones were carved from soap stone.
	soldier course: A course of brick laid with the brick standing on edge with the thin side on the face.
	soundness: Absence of the tendency to crack, swells, shrink, distort or disintegrate, under varying conditions.
	spall: To flake or split away, indicates the loss of stone.
	stabilize: To make safe or secure. To prevent from falling or being damaged.
	stele: A commemorative stone inscribed or sculpture, as a monument or set into the facade of a building.
	struck joint: A joint that has been made by pressing the mortar with a trowel.
	survey: To overview a graveyard or cemetery in planning for preservation.
	table stone: A memorial composed of legs or a built masonry base, supporting a large horizontal stone, usually containing inscription.
	table tomb: Box tomb, a crypt style monument without a body inside.
	tablet stone: A single piece vertical gravestone
	texture: The tactile and visual quality of a surface, regardless of its color.
	tomb: A grave, burial vault or a monument.
	tombstone: Gravestone; denotes historical type, often within the western United States
	treatment: The proper term to describe performing a conservation procedure.
	tumulus: Burial mound or barrow.
	tympanum: The semi-circular top upper section on a tablet stone.
	unstable: A hazardous or dangerous gravestone, monument, or structure. May be in danger of toppling or falling apart.
	urn: Container for ashes of a person who has been cremated.
	vaulted ceiling: A ceiling formed from a continuous arch, found in Roman, Classical and Gothic architecture and revival styles. A common technique employed in the 19th and 20th century for the construction crypts and vaults in cemeteries.
	veneer: A layer of bricks or stones that serve as a facing.
	weathering: The breaking down of rocks or masonry, by the action of various processes such as freezing and thawing and dissolving in water..
	wrought iron: Decorative iron that is hammered or forged into shape by hand. Very popular during the 19th and early 20th century for fences and ornament. Almost a lost art, as very few artisans continue to practice this trade.
	wythe: A vertical stack of bricks one thickness wide; a veneer course.
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	terms
	abrasive: Media used to inscribe modern monumental works; sand or powdered pumice stone, which is rubbed against a sculpture’s surface to create a smooth or polished effect.
	acid rain: Rainfall with a lower than normal ph.
	acidic deposition: Acid rain fallen on an absorbent stone. The leading cause of damage and decay to calcium carbonate based rock, including most marble and some limestone.
	arch: A curved construction which spans an opening.
	argillaceous: Consisting of, or containing clay.
	armature: Internal frame or hidden support.
	artificial stone: Simulated stone composite material.
	ashlar block: A squared or rectangular block of building stone. Large finished stone block, which is set face bedded; often incorporated into facades of mausoleums, crypts, and historic masonry structures.
	assemblage: Sculptural form made by assembling various shapes and materials.
	assessment: To determine the condition of an object, as in a condition assessment.
	atmospheric staining: Deposition of particulate matter such as soot.
	atmospheric incrustation: A surface crust, formed by a reaction between calcium and acidic water to form calcium sulfate.
	backfill: The operation of replacing dirt removed in excavation.
	barrow: Mound of stones or dirt on top of a grave.
	basalt: A dark, dense volcanic rock difficult to shape.
	bed: In rock, the flat surface of a stone parallel to its stratification.
	bed joint: The horizontal layer of mortar on which a masonry unit is laid.
	biological activity: Algae or lichen growth visible on the stone’s surface.
	block: A concrete masonry unit made with fine aggregate and cement that is shaped in a mold.
	bluestone: A hard fine-grained stone often used for mainly for walkways or patios.
	box tomb: A crypt style monument with no body interred inside. The interior is a hollow cavity.
	brick masonry: A type of construction that has units of baked clay or shale of uniform size, small enough to be placed with one hand, laid in courses with mortar joints to form walls, pillars, and various structures.
	bronze: An alloy of approximately 90 percent copper and 10 percent tin, which contains small amounts of other metals such as lead and zinc. Hard and durable, it is one of the most commonly used materials for sculptural works.
	burial mound: A mound resulting from dirt piled upon a corpse.
	burial vault: A concrete or other material used as a grave liner; to keep a grave from subsiding.
	cairn: A mound of stones serving as memorial or marker.
	calcareous: Consisting of, or containing, calcium carbonate or carbonate of lime.
	calcite: A rock forming mineral, calcite is found in limestone and seashells. It is very common on the earth’s surface, as it dissolves in water and grows anywhere that water can reach.
	calcium: A soft, silver- white chemical element found in limestone, marble and chalks.
	cap: The top cement surface on a masonry structure.
	capstone: Stone on top of a monument or wall.
	casket: A rectangular coffin.
	carving: A traditional subtractive method of producing a sculpture in which the material is cut away or chipped away; also a tern used to describe letting an inscription or decoration in a gravestone or monument.
	cast: The form produced by filling a mold.
	cast iron: Iron made in a mold.
	cavity wall: A wall with an air space behind it, such as in a box tomb.
	cement: The binding material which holds the aggregates together, in concrete and mortar, binding them into a solid mass.
	cemetery: A final resting place for human remains. Larger, planned, and more organized in structure, then the earlier graveyards and burying grounds.
	cenotaph: A monument to honor a deceased who is buried elsewhere, or whose body was never found.
	charnel house: A place for storing bones or corpses.
	clay: A malleable, moist earth mixed with water that becomes hard when baked.
	closure brick: A partial brick that is cut to fit into a place to complete a course.
	coffin: The boxes in which bodies are laid to rest.
	column: A tall, vertical, cylindrical member, most often associated, with a classical capitol.
	concrete: A artificial stone made by mixing cement and sand with gravel, broken stone, or other aggregate.  The preferred material for all modern monuments foundations.
	conservation: To save and protect what is left as it is found. To stabilize what is left of an artifact. The proper term to describe a huge scope of procedures and treatments performed to save and protect art and historic gravestones, monuments, sculp...
	coping: Large stone blocks set at the perimeter of a grave site. Most often found on large Victorian family plots; the top course of a masonry wall.
	course: One of the continuous horizontal layers (rows) of masonry that forms a structure.
	crazing: The checking or cracking of the surface of artificial stone, concrete, etc.
	crypt: A subterranean vault used as a burial chamber; may be located beneath a church floor.
	descanos: Roadside crosses; often found on alongside sharp bends in roadways.
	dissolution of marble: Very advanced stage of deterioration; a combination of multiple decay mechanisms including, erosion, sugaring, and spalling.
	dry stack: Stonework with mortar recessed so that it is invisible.
	dry stone wall: A stone wall built without mortar.
	efflorescence: The white or grayish crust sometimes formed on the surface of masonry or stone, often as calcium sulfate. It is caused by the leeching-out of soluble chemical salts, from the stone, brick or mortar joints through the forces of capillary...
	engraving: Inscription formed by carving or sandblasting into stone.
	entomb: To place in a tomb or grave.
	epitaph: An inscription on a gravestone or monument. Often a short poem, literary piece, or description of the deceased virtues. Very common on historic gravestones, but seldom used in modern monuments.
	erosion: When pertaining to stone; gradually wearing away of surface; associated with sugaring in marble. Regarding landscape, the slow tendency of earth to move down hill, through the forces of wind water, and ice.
	evaporate: To change into or pass off in vapor; Important part of the rising damp cycle in gravestones; the force which pulls salts and minerals towards the surface of stone and masonry structures combined with capillary action.
	exfoliation: Peeling or scaling of stone surface.
	exhume: To remove from a grave.
	face: The front or inscribed surface of a gravestone or monument.
	failure: Collapse, rupture, or fracture. In gravestones, usually refers to a breakdown of a previous repair procedure.
	fallen: A memorial or sculpture which has been toppled over onto the ground.
	feldspar: One of the crystalline minerals in granite.
	finial: An image which is inscribed at the shoulder area, or top upper sides, most common on a historic tablet stone.
	footing: Foundation; A base for a wall or other structure that provides stability; may be concrete, or built masonry.
	footstone: Smaller gravestone set at the foot of a grave, most often in conjunction with a headstone. May be inscribed with only initials, or name, and is smaller then headstone.
	foundation: The part of construction that supports the structure. In monuments, poor quality foundations or no at all account for a large percentage of structural failures.
	fragment: A piece of a broken gravestone, monument, or sculpture.
	gneiss: Hard course grained metamorphic rock, not easily worked. It is also known as a type of granite, composed of mica, quartz, and schist, with additional iron, magnesium and silicates.
	grade: The slope of the ground around a gravestone, monument or structure.
	grade line: The point at which a stone enters the ground. The most common site of tablet stone breakage.
	granite: Geologically an igneous rock made up of mica, quartz, and feldspar. The predominant stone which was used in American monuments during the twentieth century. Most modern monuments and footstones are composed of granite, which is now imported i...
	granular disintegration: The final and most advanced stage of marble or limestone decomposition exhibiting, extensive sugaring and erosion with lost inscription. A highly weakened and deteriorated stone.
	grave: A place of burial, especially the excavation itself.
	grave marker: Something placed in remembrance of the dead; a universal name to describe many types of memorials.
	gravestone: A stone placed on a grave to mark it, commonly inscribed with name, birth and death dates; most often describes a historic memorial. Tends to mean a monolithic, or a one piece stone such as a tablet stone.
	granolithic: Consisting of artificial stone of a fine granular structure.
	headstone: A stone set at the head of a grave.
	igneous rock: Rock formed as molten magma cools and hardens underground. Granite is the most common example, today being almost exclusively employed for monumental works. Course grained igneous rock are called granite and are preferred for monuments a...
	incised carving: Decorative image or inscription cut into stone.
	incipient: Beginning to take place.
	interment: Burial
	inscription: Lettering carved or sandblasted into a gravestone or monument.
	in-situ: On site, constructed or conserved in position.
	joint: Any place where two or more edges or surfaces come to a union.
	keystone: The top stone in an arch or the center stone in a flat span.
	laminated stone: Built up in layers when formed, such as sandstone.
	ledgestone: Pattern of stonework utilizing horizontal joints.
	lime: Produced by burning limestone in a kiln. The base for mortar.
	limestone: A sedimentary rock formed from shells and organic sea matter. If metamorphisized becomes marble. Limestone was often used in nineteenth century monuments as a base. May be difficult to distinguish from marble, but tends to be grayer in colo...
	lunette: Tympanum, upper center area on a gravestone, which often contained an image such as a cherub, urn & willow, or a deaths head.
	mantle: A shelf built into masonry for ornamental reasons.
	marble: Metamorphisized limestone. The most common stone type used from the late 1700s in some areas through present day. Predominantly used during the Victorian era for gravestones, monuments, and sculpture. Unfortunately the stone most adversely eff...
	masonry: Anything constructed of the materials stone, brick, block, concrete, tile, and mortar.
	mausoleum: Large, elaborate tomb or building to hold human remains.
	medallion: A decorative plaque with slightly projecting carvings.
	metamorphic rock: Rock formed or changed by heat and compression. Formed under high pressure and heat over a long period of time. Examples include: Limestone becomes marble, shale becomes slate, and some sandstones become quartzite.
	memorial: Stone commemorating a person; may or may not be marking a grave site.  Gravestones moved away from remains become memorials.
	mica: Mineral that occurs in thin sheets and tends to sparkle. A major part of granite.
	mineral: A solid mixture of chemicals that has certain regular characteristics, such as atomic structure and chemical composition.
	monolith: A one-piece gravestone or monument.
	monument: From the root word meaning,” to think”. A building, structure or memorial; a headstone constructed of two or more sections. Can include a wide range of types and styles.
	national historic landmark: America’s highest designation for historic structures. It was instituted by the Roosevelt Administration in 1935. See web site.
	national register of historic places: America’s official list of buildings, sites and districts which includes some cemeteries. It was founded by Congress in 1966, but is administered by the states.
	patina: The final surface texture or color. The protective crust which forms over time, on the surface of some types of stone outdoors.
	pavers: Bricks in numerous sizes and shapes that are used for constructing sidewalks, patios, and driveways.
	perpetual care: Guarantee of eternal cemetery upkeep; funds were collected and set aside and sometimes markers were placed beside monuments, or inscriptions added to stones, to denote a payment had been collected.
	pitting: Distinct depressions on a stones surface.
	plinth: A block that raises a monument or sculpture.
	plumb: Straight up and down; vertically perpendicular as measured with a spirit level, or plumb bob.
	portland cement: Cement most often used in modern construction to formulate concrete, mortar, and pre-cast products. Creates a very hard solid, not recommended for most aspects of historic preservation.
	preservation: To keep safe from harm or injury; historic preservation attempts to preserve our histories artifacts and objects from previous generations.
	proportion: The correct or desirable relationship between parts.
	quartz: A common crystalline stone. A major part of granite.
	quartzite: Metamorphic sandstone. A harder denser sandstone.
	reinforcing rod: Rebar; A steel rod that is used for reinforcing concrete or masonry.
	reset: The reinstallation of a leaning, fallen, or damaged gravestone or monument.
	reset lowered: A gravestone which has been reset in a lowered position due to being fractured,
	most often near the ground level.
	restoration: To restore or make new again. More aggressive then conservation, restoration implies recreating what has been lost.
	retaining wall: A wall of masonry used to keep soil or other material from in place, and from falling.
	rising damp: Moisture brought upwards through the forces of capillary action and evaporation.
	rowlock: A brick laid on its edge (face).
	sandstone: A sedimentary rock made up of compressed sand. Formed from fresh water sediment. Extensively used in the form of brownstone throughout the Connecticut River valley from the late 1600s to about 1900.
	sarcophagus: A stone coffin.
	sedimentary rock: Rock that forms at the Earths surface. It consists of layers or rock fragments or other substances that have been deposited on top of each other. Examples include; lake and river beds become sandstone, sea beds become limestone.
	sepulcher: A burial vault, a place to store relics in an altar.
	shale: Thinly layered soft stone of clay origin. Becomes slate if metamorphisized
	shim: Cushion. Spacer placed between stone segments. May be lead, copper, plastic and Can vary in thickness.
	shoulder: Top upper outside corners on a gravestone.
	slate: A hard durable rock which comes from metamorphic shale composed mainly of clay. Many of the oldest and best preserved examples of colonial gravestones were carved from slate.
	soapstone: A soft stone composed largely of talc. It carves easily and resists heat well. It tends to work more like a wood then a common stone. Occasionally gravestones were carved from soap stone.
	soldier course: A course of brick laid with the brick standing on edge with the thin side on the face.
	soundness: Absence of the tendency to crack, swells, shrink, distort or disintegrate, under varying conditions.
	spall: To flake or split away, indicates the loss of stone.
	stabilize: To make safe or secure. To prevent from falling or being damaged.
	stele: A commemorative stone inscribed or sculpture, as a monument or set into the facade of a building.
	struck joint: A joint that has been made by pressing the mortar with a trowel.
	survey: To overview a graveyard or cemetery in planning for preservation.
	table stone: A memorial composed of legs or a built masonry base, supporting a large horizontal stone, usually containing inscription.
	table tomb: Box tomb, a crypt style monument without a body inside.
	tablet stone: A single piece vertical gravestone
	texture: The tactile and visual quality of a surface, regardless of its color.
	tomb: A grave, burial vault or a monument.
	tombstone: Gravestone; denotes historical type, often within the western United States
	treatment: The proper term to describe performing a conservation procedure.
	tumulus: Burial mound or barrow.
	tympanum: The semi-circular top upper section on a tablet stone.
	unstable: A hazardous or dangerous gravestone, monument, or structure. May be in danger of toppling or falling apart.
	urn: Container for ashes of a person who has been cremated.
	vaulted ceiling: A ceiling formed from a continuous arch, found in Roman, Classical and Gothic architecture and revival styles. A common technique employed in the 19th and 20th century for the construction crypts and vaults in cemeteries.
	veneer: A layer of bricks or stones that serve as a facing.
	weathering: The breaking down of rocks or masonry, by the action of various processes such as freezing and thawing and dissolving in water..
	wrought iron: Decorative iron that is hammered or forged into shape by hand. Very popular during the 19th and early 20th century for fences and ornament. Almost a lost art, as very few artisans continue to practice this trade.
	wythe: A vertical stack of bricks one thickness wide; a veneer course.
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