Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979

AS AMENDED

This Act became law on October 31, 1979 (Public Law 96-95; 16 U.S.C. 470aa-mm), and has
been amended four times. This description of the Act, as amended, tracks the language
of the United States Code except that (following common usage) we refer to the “Act”
(meaning the Act, as amended) rather than to the “subchapter” or the “title” of the

Code.

16 U.S.C. 470aa,
Findings and purpose

16 U.S.C. 470bb,
Definitions

Section 2
(a) The Congress finds that—

(1) archaeological resources on public lands and Indian
lands are an accessible and irreplaceable part of the
Nation’s heritage;

(2) these resources are increasingly endangered because
of their commercial attractiveness;

(3) existing Federal laws do not provide adequate protec-
tion to prevent the loss and destruction of these archaeolog-
ical resources and sites resulting from uncontrolled excava-
tions and pillage; and

(4) there is a wealth of archaeological information which
has been legally obtained by private individuals for non-
commercial purposes and which could voluntarily be made
available to professional archaeologists and institutions.

(b) The purpose of this Act is to secure, for the present and
future benefit of the American people, the protection of
archaeological resources and sites which are on public lands
and Indian lands, and to foster increased cooperation and
exchange of information between governmental authori-
ties, the professional archaeological community, and private
individuals having collections of archaeological resources
and data which were obtained before October 31, 1979 [the
date of the enactment of this Act].

Section 3
As used in this Act—

(1) the term “archaeological resource” means any mate-
rial remains of past human life or activities which are of
archaeological interest, as determined under uniform regu-
lations promulgated pursuant to this Act. Such regulations
containing such determination shall include, but not
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be limited to: pottery, basketry, bottles, weapons, weapon
projectiles, tools, structures or portions of structures, pit
houses, rock paintings, rock carvings, intaglios, graves,
human skeletal materials, or any portion or piece of any of
the foregoing items. Nonfossilized and fossilized paleonto-
logical specimens, or any portion or piece thereof, shall not
be considered archaeological resources, under the regula-
tions under this paragraph, unless found in an archaeologi-
cal context. No item shall be treated as an archaeological
resource under regulations under this paragraph unless
such item is at least 100 years of age.

(2) The term “Federal land manager” means, with
respect to any public lands, the Secretary of the department,
or the head of any other agency or instrumentality of the
United States, having primary management authority over
such lands. In the case of any public lands or Indian lands
with respect to which no department, agency, or instrumen-
tality has primary management authority, such term means
the Secretary of the Interior. If the Secretary of the Interior
consents, the responsibilities (in whole or in part) under
this Act of the Secretary of any department (other than the
Department of the Interior) or the head of any other agency
or instrumentality may be delegated to the Secretary of the
Interior with respect to any land managed by such other
Secretary or agency head, and in any such case, the term
“Federal land manager” means the Secretary of the Interior.

(3) The term “public lands” means—

(A) lands which are owned and administered by the
United States as part of—

(i) the national park system,
(ii) the national wildlife refuge system, or
(iii) the national forest system; and

(B) all other lands the fee title to which is held by the
United States, other than lands on the Outer Continental
Shelf and lands which are under the jurisdiction of the
Smithsonian Institution.
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16 U.S.C. 470cc,
Excavation and
removal

16 U.S.C. 470cc(a),
Application for permit

16 U.S.C. 470cc(b),
Determinations by
Federal land manager
prerequisite to issu-
ance of permit

(4) The term “Indian lands” means lands of Indian
tribes, or Indian individuals, which are either held in trust
by the United States or subject to a restriction against alien-
ation imposed by the United States, except for any subsur-
face interests in lands not owned or controlled by an Indian
tribe or an Indian individual.

(5) The term “Indian tribe” means any Indian tribe,
band, nation, or other organized group or community,
including any Alaska Native village or regional or village
corporation as defined in, or established pursuant to, the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (85 Stat. 688, 43 U.S.C.
1601 et seq.).

(6) The term “person” means an individual, corporation,
partnership, trust, institution, association, or any other pri-
vate entity or any officer, employee, agent, department, or
instrumentality of the United States, of any Indian tribe, or
of any State or political subdivision thereof.

(7) The term “State” means any of the fifty States, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin
Islands.

Section 4

(a) Any person may apply to the Federal land manager for a
permit to excavate or remove any archaeological resource
located on public lands or Indian lands and to carry out
activities associated with such excavation or removal. The
application shall be required, under uniform regulations
under this Act, to contain such information as the Federal
land manager deems necessary, including information con-
cerning the time, scope, and location and specific purpose
of the proposed work.

(b) A permit may be issued pursuant to an application under
subsection (a) of this section if the Federal land manager
determines, pursuant to uniform regulations under this Act,
that—

(1) the applicant is qualified, to carry out the permitted
activity,

(2) the activity is undertaken for the purpose of further-
ing archaeological knowledge in the public interest,
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16 U.S.C. 470cc(c),
Notification to Indian
tribes of possible harm
to or destruction of
sites having religious
or cultural importance

16 U.S.C. 470cc(d),
Terms and conditions
of permit

16 U.S.C. 470cc(e),
Identification of indi-
viduals responsible for
complying with permit
terms and conditions
and other applicable
laws

16 U.S.C. 470cc(f),
Suspension or revo-
cation of permits,
grounds

16 U.S.C. 470cc(q),
Excavation or removal
by Indian tribes or
tribe members, exca-
vation or removal of
resources located on
Indian lands

(3) the archaeological resources which are excavated or
removed from public lands will remain the property of the
United States, and such resources and copies of associated
archaeological records and data will be preserved by a suit-
able university, museum, or other scientific or educational
institution, and

(4) the activity pursuant to such permit is not inconsis-
tent with any management plan applicable to the public
lands concerned.

(c) If a permit issued under this section may result in harm
to, or destruction of, any religious or cultural site, as deter-
mined by the Federal land manager, before issuing such
permit, the Federal land manager shall notify any Indian
tribe which may consider the site as having religious or cul-
tural importance. Such notice shall not be deemed a disclo-
sure to the public for purposes of section g of this Act.

(d) Any permit under this section shall contain such terms
and conditions, pursuant to uniform regulations promulgat-
ed under this Act, as the Federal land manager concerned
deems necessary to carry out the purposes of this Act.

(e) Each permit under this section shall identify the individ-
ual who shall be responsible for carrying out the terms and
conditions of the permit and for otherwise complying with
this Act and other law applicable to the permitted activity.

(f) Any permit issued under this section may be suspended
by the Federal land manager upon his determination that
the permittee has violated any provision of subsection (a),
(b), or (c) of section 6 of this Act. Any such permit may be
revoked by such Federal land manager upon assessment of a
civil penalty under section 7 of this Act against the permittee
or upon the permittee’s conviction under section 6 of this
Act.

(g)(1) No permit shall be required under this section or
under the Act of June 8, 1906 (16 U.S.C. 431), for the excava-
tion or removal by any Indian tribe or member thereof of
any archaeological resource located on Indian lands of such
Indian tribe, except that in the absence of tribal law regulat-
ing the excavation or removal of archaeological resources
on Indian lands, an individual tribal member shall be
required to obtain permit under this section.
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16 U.S.C. 470cc(h),
Permits issued under
Antiquities Act of 1906

16 U.S.C. 470cc(i),
Compliance with
provisions relating to
undertakings on prop-
erties listed in National
Register not required

16 U.S.C. 470cc(j),
Issuance of permits
to State governors
for archaeological
activities on behalf of
States or their educa-
tional institutions

16 U.S.C. 470dd,
Custody of archaeo-
logical resources

(2) In the case of any permits for the excavation or
removal of any archaeological resource located on Indian
lands, the permit may be granted only after obtaining the
consent of the Indian or Indian tribe owning or having
jurisdiction over such lands. The permit shall include such
terms and conditions as may be requested by such Indian or
Indian tribe.

(h)(1) No permit or other permission shall be required
under the Act of June 8, 1906 (16 U.S.C. 431-433), for any
activity for which a permit is issued under this section.

(2) Any permit issued under the Act of June 8, 1906 [16
U.S.C. 431-433], shall remain in effect according to its terms
and conditions following the enactment of this Act. No per-
mit under this Act shall be required to carry out any activity
under a permit issued under the Act of June 8, 1906, before
October 31, 1979 [the date of the enactment of this Act]
which remains in effect as provided in this paragraph, and
nothing in this Act shall modify or affect any such permit.

(i) Issuance of a permit in accordance with this section and
applicable regulations shall not require compliance with
section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as
amended [16 U.S.C. 470f].

(j) Upon the written request of the Governor of any State,
the Federal land manager shall issue a permit, subject to
the provisions of subsections (b)(3), (b)(4), (c), (e), (f), (g),
(h), and (i) of this section for the purpose of conducting
archaeological research, excavation, removal, and curation,
on behalf of the State or its educational institutions, to such
Governor or to such designee as the Governor deems quali-
fied to carry out the intent of this Act.

Section 5
The Secretary of the Interior may promulgate regulations
providing for—

(1) the exchange, where appropriate, between suitable
universities, museums, or other scientific or educational
institutions, of archaeological resources removed from pub-
lic lands and Indian lands pursuant to this Act, and
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16 U.S.C. 470ee,
Prohibited acts and
criminal penalties

16 U.S.C. 470 ee(a),
Unauthorized excava-
tion, removal, damage,
alternation, or deface-
ment of archaeological
resources

16 U.S.C. 470ee(b),
Trafficking in archaeo-
logical resources:
Federal law

16 U.S.C. 470ee(c),
Trafficking in illegal
interstate or foreign
commerce in archaeo-
logical resources:
State or local law

(2) the ultimate disposition of such resources and other
resources removed pursuant to the Act of June 27, 1960
[the Reservoir Salvage Act, as amended, also known as the
Archeological and Historic Preservation Act of 1974 [16
U.S.C. 469-469c-1] or the Act of June 8, 1906 [the Antiquity
Act of 1906, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 431-433].

Any exchange or ultimate disposition under such regula-
tion of archaeological resources excavated or removed from
Indian lands shall be subject to the consent of the Indian or
Indian tribe which owns or has jurisdiction over such lands.
Following promulgation of regulations under this section,
notwithstanding any other provision of law, such regulations
shall govern the disposition of archaeological resources
removed from public lands and Indian lands pursuant to
this Act.

Section 6

(a) No person may excavate, remove, damage, or otherwise
alter or deface or attempt to excavate, remove, damage,

or otherwise alter or deface any archaeological resource
located on public lands or Indian lands unless such activity
is pursuant to a permit issued under section 4 of this Act,

a permit referred to in section 4(h)(2) of this Act, or the
exemption contained in section 4(g)(1) of this Act.

(b) No person may sell, purchase, exchange, transport,
receive, or offer to sell, purchase, or exchange any archaeo-
logical resource if such resource was excavated or removed
from public lands or Indian lands in violation of—

(1) the prohibition contained in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, or

(2) any provision, rule, regulation, ordinance, or permit
in effect under any other provision of Federal law.

(c) No person may sell, purchase, exchange, transport,
receive, or offer to sell, purchase, or exchange, in interstate
of foreign commerce, any archaeological resource exca-
vated, removed, sold, purchased, exchanged, transported,
or received in violation of any provision, rule, regulation,
ordinance, or permit in effect under State or local law.
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16 U.S.C. 470ee(d),
Penalities

16 U.S.C. 470ee(e),
Effective date

16 U.S.C. 470ee(f),
Prospective application

16 U.S.C. 470ee(g),
Removal of arrow-
heads located on
ground surface

16 U.S.C. 470ff,
Civil penalties

16 U.S.C. 470ff(a),
Assessment by Federal
land managers

(d) Any person who knowingly violates, or counsels, pro-
cures, solicits, or employs any other person to violate, any
prohibition contained in subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this
section shall, upon conviction, be fined not more than
$10,000 or imprisoned not more than one year, or both:
Provided, however, That if the commercial or archaeologi-
cal value of the archaeological resources involved and the
cost of restoration and repair of such resources exceeds

the sum of $500, such person shall be fined not more than
$20,000 or imprisoned not more than two years, or both. In
the case of a second or subsequent such violation upon con-
viction such person shall be fined not more than $100,000,
or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.

(e) The prohibitions contained in this section shall take
effect on October 31, 1979 [the date of the enactment of this
Act].

(f) Nothing in subsection (b)(1) of this section shall be
deemed applicable to any person with respect to any
archaeological resource which was in the lawful possession
of such person prior to October 31, 1979.

(g) Nothing in subsection (d) of this section shall be deemed
applicable to any person with respect to the removal of
arrowheads located on the surface of the ground.

Section 7

(a)(1) Any person who violates any prohibition contained

in an applicable regulation or permit issued under this Act
may be assessed a civil penalty by the Federal land manager
concerned. No penalty may be assessed under this subsec-
tion unless such person is given notice and opportunity for
a hearing with respect to such violation. Each violation shall
be a separate offense. Any such civil penalty may be remit-
ted or mitigated by the Federal land manager concerned.

(2) The amount of such penalty shall be determined
under regulations promulgated pursuant to this Act, taking
into account, in addition to other factors—
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16 U.S.C. 470ff(b),
Judicial review of
assessed penalties,
collection of unpaid
assessments

(A) the archaeological or commercial value of the
archaeological resource involved, and

(B) the cost of restoration and repair of the resource
and the archaeological site involved.

Such regulations shall provide that, in the case of a sec-
ond or subsequent violation by any person, the amount of
such civil penalty may be double the amount which would
have been assessed if such violation were the first viola-
tion by such person. The amount of any penalty assessed
under this subsection for any violation shall not exceed any
amount equal to double the cost of restoration and repair of
resources and archaeological sites damaged and double the
fair market value of resources destroyed or not recovered.

(3) No penalty shall be assessed under this section for
the removal of arrowheads located on the surface of the
ground.

(b)(1) Any person aggrieved by an order assessing a civil
penalty under subsection (a) of this section may file a peti-
tion for judicial review of such order with the United States
District Court for the District of Columbia or for any other
district in which such person resides or transacts business.
Such a petition may only be filed within the 30-day period
beginning on the date the order making such assessment
was issued. The court shall hear such action on the record
made before the Federal land manager and shall sustain
his action if it is supported by substantial evidence on the
record considered as a whole.

(2) If any person fails to pay an assessment of a civil
penalty—

(A) after the order making the assessment has become
a final order and such person has not filed a petition for
judicial review of the order in accordance with paragraph
(1), or

(B) after a court in an action brought under paragraph
(1) has entered a final judgment upholding the assessment of
a civil penalty, the Federal land managers may request the
Attorney General to institute a civil action in a district court
of the United States for any district in which such person is
found, resides, or transacts business to collect the penalty
and such court shall have jurisdiction to hear and decide
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16 U.S.C. 470ff(c),
Hearings

Subpoenas

Witness fees

16 U.S.C. 4709gg,
Enforcement

16 U.S.C. 470gg(a),
Rewards

any such action. In such action, the validity and amount of
such penalty shall not be subject to review.

(c) Hearings held during proceedings for the assessment of
civil penalties authorized by subsection (a) of this section
shall be conducted in accordance with section 554 of title 5
[of the United States Code].

The Federal land manager may issue subpoenas for the
attendance and testimony of witnesses and the production
of relevant papers, books, and documents, and administer
oaths.

Witnesses summoned shall be paid the same fees and mile-
age that are paid to witnesses in the courts of the United
States. In case of contumacy or refusal to obey a subpoena
served upon any person pursuant to this paragraph, the dis-
trict court of the United States for any district in which such
person is found or resides or transacts business, upon appli-
cation by the United States and after notice to such person,
shall have jurisdiction to issue an order requiring such per-
son to appear and give testimony before the Federal land
manager or to appear and produce documents before the
Federal land manager, or both, and any failure to obey such
order of the court may be punished by such court as a con-
tempt thereof.

Section 8

(a) Upon the certification of the Federal land manager con-
cerned, the Secretary of the Treasury is directed to pay from
penalties and fines collected under section 6 and 7 of this
Act an amount equal to one-half of such penalty or fine, but
not to exceed $500, to any person who furnishes informa-
tion which leads to the findings of a civil violation, or the
conviction of criminal violation, with respect to which such
penalty or fine was paid. If several persons provided such
information, such amount shall be divided among such
persons. No officer or employee of the United States or of
any State or local government who furnishes information
or renders service in the performance of his official duties
shall be eligible for payment under this subsection.
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16 U.S.C. 470gg(b),
Forfeitures

16 U.S.C. 470g9(c),
Disposition of penalties
collected and items for-
feited in cases involv-
ing archaeological
resources excavated or
removed from Indian
lands

16 U.S.C. 470hh,
Confidentiality of
information concern-
ing nature and
location of archaeo-
logical resources

16 U.S.C. 470hh(a),
Disclosure of
information

16 U.S.C. 470hh(b),
Request for disclosure
by Governors

(b) All archaeological resources with respect to which a
violation of subsection (a), (b), or (c) of section 6 of this Act
occurred and which are in the possession of any person,
and all vehicles and equipment of any person which were
used in connection with such violation, may be (in the dis-
cretion of the court or administrative law judge, as the case
may be) subject to forfeiture to the United States upon—

(1) such person’s conviction of such violation under sec-
tion 6 of this Act,

(2) assessment of a civil penalty against such person
under section 7 of this Act with respect to such violation, or

(3) a determination by any court that such archaeologi-
cal resources, vehicles, or equipment were involved in such
violation.

(c) In cases in which a violation of the prohibition con-
tained in subsection (a), (b), or (c) of section 6 of this Act
involve archaeological resources excavated or removed
from Indian lands, the Federal land manager or the court, as
the case may be, shall provide for the payment to the Indian
or Indian tribe involved of all penalties collected pursuant
to section 7 of this Act and for the transfer to such Indian or
Indian tribe of all items forfeited under this section.

Section 9

(a) Information concerning the nature and location of

any archaeological resource for which the excavation or
removal requires a permit or other permission under this
Act or under any other provision of Federal law may not be
made available to the public under subchapter II of chapter
5 of title 5 [of the United States Code] or under any other
provision of law unless the Federal land manager concerned
determines that such disclosure would—

(1) further the purposes of this Act or the Act of June 27,
1960 [the Reservoir Salvage Act, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 469-
469c-1] and

(2) not create a risk of harm to such resources or to the
site at which such resources are located.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this
section, upon the written request of the Governor of any
State, which request shall state—
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16 U.S.C. 470ii,

Rules and regulations,
intergovernmental
coordination

16 U.S.C. 470ii(a),
Promulgation,
effective date

Submittal to congres-
sional committees

16 U.S.C. 470ii(b),
Federal lands
managers’ rules

(1) the specific site or area for which information is
sought,

(2) the purpose for which such information is sought,

(3) a commitment by the Governor to adequately pro-
tect the confidentiality of such information to protect the
resource from commercial exploitation,

the Federal land manager concerned shall provide to the
Governor information concerning the nature and location
of archaeological resources within the State of the request-
ing Governor.

Section 10

(a) The Secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture and Defense
and the Chairman of the Board of the Tennessee Valley
Authority, after consultation with other Federal land man-
agers, Indian tribes, representatives of concerned State
agencies, and after public notice and hearing, shall promul-
gate such uniform rules and regulations as may be appro-
priate to carry out the purposes of this Act. Such rules and
regulations may be promulgated only after consideration of
the provisions of the American Indian Religious Freedom
Act (92 Stat.469; 42 U.S.C. 1996 and 1996a).

Each uniform rule or regulation promulgated under this
Act shall be submitted on the same calendar day to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the United
States Senate and to the Committee on Natural Resources
of the United States House of Representatives, and no such
uniform rule or regulation may take effect before the expi-
ration of a period of ninety calendar days following the date
of its submission to such Committees.

(b) Each Federal land manager shall promulgate such rules
and regulations, consistent with the uniform rules and
regulations under subsection (a) of this section, as may

be appropriate for the carrying out of his functions and
authorities under this Act.

51



Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979

16 U.S.C. 470ii(c),
Federal land
managers’ public
awareness program
of archaeological
resources

16 U.S.C. 470jj,
Cooperation with
private individuals

16 U.S.C. 470kk,
Savings provisions

16 U.S.C. 470kk(a),
Mining, mineral leas-
ing, reclamation, and
other multiple uses

16 U.S.C. 470kk(b),
Private collections

(c) Each Federal land manager shall establish a program to
increase public awareness of the significance of the archae-
ological resources located on public lands and Indian lands
and the need to protect such resources.

Section 11

The Secretary of the Interior shall take such action as may
be necessary, consistent with the purposes of this Act, to
foster and improve the communication, cooperation, and
exchange of information between—

(1) private individuals having collections of archaeologi-
cal resources and data which were obtained before October
31, 1979 [the date of the enactment of this Act], and

(2) Federal authorities responsible for the protection of
archaeological resources on the public lands and Indian
lands and professional archaeologists and associations of
professional archaeologists.

In carrying out this section, the Secretary shall, to the extent
practicable and consistent with the provisions of this Act,
make efforts to expand the archaeological data base for

the archaeological resources of the United States through
increased cooperation between private individuals referred
to in paragraph (1) and professional archaeologists and
archaeological organizations.

Section 12

(a) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to repeal, modify,
or impose additional restrictions on the activities permit-
ted under existing laws and authorities relating to mining,
mineral leasing, reclamation, and other multiple uses of the
public lands.

(b) Nothing in this Act applies to, or requires a permit for,
the collection for private purposes of any rock, coin, bul-
let, or mineral which is not an archaeological resource, as
determined under uniform regulations promulgated under
section 3(1) of this Act.
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16 U.S.C. 470kk(c),
Lands within Act

16 U.S.C. 470ll,
Annual report to
Congress

16 U.S.C. 470mm,
Surveying of lands,
reporting of violations

(c) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to affect any land
other than public land or Indian land or to affect the law-
ful recovery, collection, or sale of archaeological resources
from land other than public land or Indian land.

Section 13

As part of the annual report required to be submitted by the
specified committees of the Congress pursuant to section
5(c) of the Act of June 17, 1960 [the Reservoir Salvage Act, as
amended, 74 Stat. 220; 16 U.S.C. 469a-3(c)], the Secretary of
the Interior shall comprehensively report as a separate com-
ponent on the activities carried out under the provisions

of this Act, and he shall make such recommendations as he
deems appropriate as to changes or improvements needed
in the provisions of this Act. Such report shall include a
brief summary of the actions undertaken by the Secretary
under section 11 of this Act, relating to cooperation with pri-
vate individuals.

Section 14

The Secretaries of the Interior, Agriculture, and Defense
and the Chairman of the Board of the Tennessee Valley
Authority shall—

(a) develop plans for surveying lands under their control to
determine the nature and extent of archaeological resources
on those lands;

(b) prepare a schedule for surveying lands that are likely
to contain the most scientifically valuable archaeological
resources; and

(c) develop documents for the reporting of suspected viola-
tions of this Act and establish when and how those docu-
ments are to be completed by officers, employees, and
agents of their respective agencies.
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	terms
	abrasive: Media used to inscribe modern monumental works; sand or powdered pumice stone, which is rubbed against a sculpture’s surface to create a smooth or polished effect.
	acid rain: Rainfall with a lower than normal ph.
	acidic deposition: Acid rain fallen on an absorbent stone. The leading cause of damage and decay to calcium carbonate based rock, including most marble and some limestone.
	arch: A curved construction which spans an opening.
	argillaceous: Consisting of, or containing clay.
	armature: Internal frame or hidden support.
	artificial stone: Simulated stone composite material.
	ashlar block: A squared or rectangular block of building stone. Large finished stone block, which is set face bedded; often incorporated into facades of mausoleums, crypts, and historic masonry structures.
	assemblage: Sculptural form made by assembling various shapes and materials.
	assessment: To determine the condition of an object, as in a condition assessment.
	atmospheric staining: Deposition of particulate matter such as soot.
	atmospheric incrustation: A surface crust, formed by a reaction between calcium and acidic water to form calcium sulfate.
	backfill: The operation of replacing dirt removed in excavation.
	barrow: Mound of stones or dirt on top of a grave.
	basalt: A dark, dense volcanic rock difficult to shape.
	bed: In rock, the flat surface of a stone parallel to its stratification.
	bed joint: The horizontal layer of mortar on which a masonry unit is laid.
	biological activity: Algae or lichen growth visible on the stone’s surface.
	block: A concrete masonry unit made with fine aggregate and cement that is shaped in a mold.
	bluestone: A hard fine-grained stone often used for mainly for walkways or patios.
	box tomb: A crypt style monument with no body interred inside. The interior is a hollow cavity.
	brick masonry: A type of construction that has units of baked clay or shale of uniform size, small enough to be placed with one hand, laid in courses with mortar joints to form walls, pillars, and various structures.
	bronze: An alloy of approximately 90 percent copper and 10 percent tin, which contains small amounts of other metals such as lead and zinc. Hard and durable, it is one of the most commonly used materials for sculptural works.
	burial mound: A mound resulting from dirt piled upon a corpse.
	burial vault: A concrete or other material used as a grave liner; to keep a grave from subsiding.
	cairn: A mound of stones serving as memorial or marker.
	calcareous: Consisting of, or containing, calcium carbonate or carbonate of lime.
	calcite: A rock forming mineral, calcite is found in limestone and seashells. It is very common on the earth’s surface, as it dissolves in water and grows anywhere that water can reach.
	calcium: A soft, silver- white chemical element found in limestone, marble and chalks.
	cap: The top cement surface on a masonry structure.
	capstone: Stone on top of a monument or wall.
	casket: A rectangular coffin.
	carving: A traditional subtractive method of producing a sculpture in which the material is cut away or chipped away; also a tern used to describe letting an inscription or decoration in a gravestone or monument.
	cast: The form produced by filling a mold.
	cast iron: Iron made in a mold.
	cavity wall: A wall with an air space behind it, such as in a box tomb.
	cement: The binding material which holds the aggregates together, in concrete and mortar, binding them into a solid mass.
	cemetery: A final resting place for human remains. Larger, planned, and more organized in structure, then the earlier graveyards and burying grounds.
	cenotaph: A monument to honor a deceased who is buried elsewhere, or whose body was never found.
	charnel house: A place for storing bones or corpses.
	clay: A malleable, moist earth mixed with water that becomes hard when baked.
	closure brick: A partial brick that is cut to fit into a place to complete a course.
	coffin: The boxes in which bodies are laid to rest.
	column: A tall, vertical, cylindrical member, most often associated, with a classical capitol.
	concrete: A artificial stone made by mixing cement and sand with gravel, broken stone, or other aggregate.  The preferred material for all modern monuments foundations.
	conservation: To save and protect what is left as it is found. To stabilize what is left of an artifact. The proper term to describe a huge scope of procedures and treatments performed to save and protect art and historic gravestones, monuments, sculp...
	coping: Large stone blocks set at the perimeter of a grave site. Most often found on large Victorian family plots; the top course of a masonry wall.
	course: One of the continuous horizontal layers (rows) of masonry that forms a structure.
	crazing: The checking or cracking of the surface of artificial stone, concrete, etc.
	crypt: A subterranean vault used as a burial chamber; may be located beneath a church floor.
	descanos: Roadside crosses; often found on alongside sharp bends in roadways.
	dissolution of marble: Very advanced stage of deterioration; a combination of multiple decay mechanisms including, erosion, sugaring, and spalling.
	dry stack: Stonework with mortar recessed so that it is invisible.
	dry stone wall: A stone wall built without mortar.
	efflorescence: The white or grayish crust sometimes formed on the surface of masonry or stone, often as calcium sulfate. It is caused by the leeching-out of soluble chemical salts, from the stone, brick or mortar joints through the forces of capillary...
	engraving: Inscription formed by carving or sandblasting into stone.
	entomb: To place in a tomb or grave.
	epitaph: An inscription on a gravestone or monument. Often a short poem, literary piece, or description of the deceased virtues. Very common on historic gravestones, but seldom used in modern monuments.
	erosion: When pertaining to stone; gradually wearing away of surface; associated with sugaring in marble. Regarding landscape, the slow tendency of earth to move down hill, through the forces of wind water, and ice.
	evaporate: To change into or pass off in vapor; Important part of the rising damp cycle in gravestones; the force which pulls salts and minerals towards the surface of stone and masonry structures combined with capillary action.
	exfoliation: Peeling or scaling of stone surface.
	exhume: To remove from a grave.
	face: The front or inscribed surface of a gravestone or monument.
	failure: Collapse, rupture, or fracture. In gravestones, usually refers to a breakdown of a previous repair procedure.
	fallen: A memorial or sculpture which has been toppled over onto the ground.
	feldspar: One of the crystalline minerals in granite.
	finial: An image which is inscribed at the shoulder area, or top upper sides, most common on a historic tablet stone.
	footing: Foundation; A base for a wall or other structure that provides stability; may be concrete, or built masonry.
	footstone: Smaller gravestone set at the foot of a grave, most often in conjunction with a headstone. May be inscribed with only initials, or name, and is smaller then headstone.
	foundation: The part of construction that supports the structure. In monuments, poor quality foundations or no at all account for a large percentage of structural failures.
	fragment: A piece of a broken gravestone, monument, or sculpture.
	gneiss: Hard course grained metamorphic rock, not easily worked. It is also known as a type of granite, composed of mica, quartz, and schist, with additional iron, magnesium and silicates.
	grade: The slope of the ground around a gravestone, monument or structure.
	grade line: The point at which a stone enters the ground. The most common site of tablet stone breakage.
	granite: Geologically an igneous rock made up of mica, quartz, and feldspar. The predominant stone which was used in American monuments during the twentieth century. Most modern monuments and footstones are composed of granite, which is now imported i...
	granular disintegration: The final and most advanced stage of marble or limestone decomposition exhibiting, extensive sugaring and erosion with lost inscription. A highly weakened and deteriorated stone.
	grave: A place of burial, especially the excavation itself.
	grave marker: Something placed in remembrance of the dead; a universal name to describe many types of memorials.
	gravestone: A stone placed on a grave to mark it, commonly inscribed with name, birth and death dates; most often describes a historic memorial. Tends to mean a monolithic, or a one piece stone such as a tablet stone.
	granolithic: Consisting of artificial stone of a fine granular structure.
	headstone: A stone set at the head of a grave.
	igneous rock: Rock formed as molten magma cools and hardens underground. Granite is the most common example, today being almost exclusively employed for monumental works. Course grained igneous rock are called granite and are preferred for monuments a...
	incised carving: Decorative image or inscription cut into stone.
	incipient: Beginning to take place.
	interment: Burial
	inscription: Lettering carved or sandblasted into a gravestone or monument.
	in-situ: On site, constructed or conserved in position.
	joint: Any place where two or more edges or surfaces come to a union.
	keystone: The top stone in an arch or the center stone in a flat span.
	laminated stone: Built up in layers when formed, such as sandstone.
	ledgestone: Pattern of stonework utilizing horizontal joints.
	lime: Produced by burning limestone in a kiln. The base for mortar.
	limestone: A sedimentary rock formed from shells and organic sea matter. If metamorphisized becomes marble. Limestone was often used in nineteenth century monuments as a base. May be difficult to distinguish from marble, but tends to be grayer in colo...
	lunette: Tympanum, upper center area on a gravestone, which often contained an image such as a cherub, urn & willow, or a deaths head.
	mantle: A shelf built into masonry for ornamental reasons.
	marble: Metamorphisized limestone. The most common stone type used from the late 1700s in some areas through present day. Predominantly used during the Victorian era for gravestones, monuments, and sculpture. Unfortunately the stone most adversely eff...
	masonry: Anything constructed of the materials stone, brick, block, concrete, tile, and mortar.
	mausoleum: Large, elaborate tomb or building to hold human remains.
	medallion: A decorative plaque with slightly projecting carvings.
	metamorphic rock: Rock formed or changed by heat and compression. Formed under high pressure and heat over a long period of time. Examples include: Limestone becomes marble, shale becomes slate, and some sandstones become quartzite.
	memorial: Stone commemorating a person; may or may not be marking a grave site.  Gravestones moved away from remains become memorials.
	mica: Mineral that occurs in thin sheets and tends to sparkle. A major part of granite.
	mineral: A solid mixture of chemicals that has certain regular characteristics, such as atomic structure and chemical composition.
	monolith: A one-piece gravestone or monument.
	monument: From the root word meaning,” to think”. A building, structure or memorial; a headstone constructed of two or more sections. Can include a wide range of types and styles.
	national historic landmark: America’s highest designation for historic structures. It was instituted by the Roosevelt Administration in 1935. See web site.
	national register of historic places: America’s official list of buildings, sites and districts which includes some cemeteries. It was founded by Congress in 1966, but is administered by the states.
	patina: The final surface texture or color. The protective crust which forms over time, on the surface of some types of stone outdoors.
	pavers: Bricks in numerous sizes and shapes that are used for constructing sidewalks, patios, and driveways.
	perpetual care: Guarantee of eternal cemetery upkeep; funds were collected and set aside and sometimes markers were placed beside monuments, or inscriptions added to stones, to denote a payment had been collected.
	pitting: Distinct depressions on a stones surface.
	plinth: A block that raises a monument or sculpture.
	plumb: Straight up and down; vertically perpendicular as measured with a spirit level, or plumb bob.
	portland cement: Cement most often used in modern construction to formulate concrete, mortar, and pre-cast products. Creates a very hard solid, not recommended for most aspects of historic preservation.
	preservation: To keep safe from harm or injury; historic preservation attempts to preserve our histories artifacts and objects from previous generations.
	proportion: The correct or desirable relationship between parts.
	quartz: A common crystalline stone. A major part of granite.
	quartzite: Metamorphic sandstone. A harder denser sandstone.
	reinforcing rod: Rebar; A steel rod that is used for reinforcing concrete or masonry.
	reset: The reinstallation of a leaning, fallen, or damaged gravestone or monument.
	reset lowered: A gravestone which has been reset in a lowered position due to being fractured,
	most often near the ground level.
	restoration: To restore or make new again. More aggressive then conservation, restoration implies recreating what has been lost.
	retaining wall: A wall of masonry used to keep soil or other material from in place, and from falling.
	rising damp: Moisture brought upwards through the forces of capillary action and evaporation.
	rowlock: A brick laid on its edge (face).
	sandstone: A sedimentary rock made up of compressed sand. Formed from fresh water sediment. Extensively used in the form of brownstone throughout the Connecticut River valley from the late 1600s to about 1900.
	sarcophagus: A stone coffin.
	sedimentary rock: Rock that forms at the Earths surface. It consists of layers or rock fragments or other substances that have been deposited on top of each other. Examples include; lake and river beds become sandstone, sea beds become limestone.
	sepulcher: A burial vault, a place to store relics in an altar.
	shale: Thinly layered soft stone of clay origin. Becomes slate if metamorphisized
	shim: Cushion. Spacer placed between stone segments. May be lead, copper, plastic and Can vary in thickness.
	shoulder: Top upper outside corners on a gravestone.
	slate: A hard durable rock which comes from metamorphic shale composed mainly of clay. Many of the oldest and best preserved examples of colonial gravestones were carved from slate.
	soapstone: A soft stone composed largely of talc. It carves easily and resists heat well. It tends to work more like a wood then a common stone. Occasionally gravestones were carved from soap stone.
	soldier course: A course of brick laid with the brick standing on edge with the thin side on the face.
	soundness: Absence of the tendency to crack, swells, shrink, distort or disintegrate, under varying conditions.
	spall: To flake or split away, indicates the loss of stone.
	stabilize: To make safe or secure. To prevent from falling or being damaged.
	stele: A commemorative stone inscribed or sculpture, as a monument or set into the facade of a building.
	struck joint: A joint that has been made by pressing the mortar with a trowel.
	survey: To overview a graveyard or cemetery in planning for preservation.
	table stone: A memorial composed of legs or a built masonry base, supporting a large horizontal stone, usually containing inscription.
	table tomb: Box tomb, a crypt style monument without a body inside.
	tablet stone: A single piece vertical gravestone
	texture: The tactile and visual quality of a surface, regardless of its color.
	tomb: A grave, burial vault or a monument.
	tombstone: Gravestone; denotes historical type, often within the western United States
	treatment: The proper term to describe performing a conservation procedure.
	tumulus: Burial mound or barrow.
	tympanum: The semi-circular top upper section on a tablet stone.
	unstable: A hazardous or dangerous gravestone, monument, or structure. May be in danger of toppling or falling apart.
	urn: Container for ashes of a person who has been cremated.
	vaulted ceiling: A ceiling formed from a continuous arch, found in Roman, Classical and Gothic architecture and revival styles. A common technique employed in the 19th and 20th century for the construction crypts and vaults in cemeteries.
	veneer: A layer of bricks or stones that serve as a facing.
	weathering: The breaking down of rocks or masonry, by the action of various processes such as freezing and thawing and dissolving in water..
	wrought iron: Decorative iron that is hammered or forged into shape by hand. Very popular during the 19th and early 20th century for fences and ornament. Almost a lost art, as very few artisans continue to practice this trade.
	wythe: A vertical stack of bricks one thickness wide; a veneer course.
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	terms
	abrasive: Media used to inscribe modern monumental works; sand or powdered pumice stone, which is rubbed against a sculpture’s surface to create a smooth or polished effect.
	acid rain: Rainfall with a lower than normal ph.
	acidic deposition: Acid rain fallen on an absorbent stone. The leading cause of damage and decay to calcium carbonate based rock, including most marble and some limestone.
	arch: A curved construction which spans an opening.
	argillaceous: Consisting of, or containing clay.
	armature: Internal frame or hidden support.
	artificial stone: Simulated stone composite material.
	ashlar block: A squared or rectangular block of building stone. Large finished stone block, which is set face bedded; often incorporated into facades of mausoleums, crypts, and historic masonry structures.
	assemblage: Sculptural form made by assembling various shapes and materials.
	assessment: To determine the condition of an object, as in a condition assessment.
	atmospheric staining: Deposition of particulate matter such as soot.
	atmospheric incrustation: A surface crust, formed by a reaction between calcium and acidic water to form calcium sulfate.
	backfill: The operation of replacing dirt removed in excavation.
	barrow: Mound of stones or dirt on top of a grave.
	basalt: A dark, dense volcanic rock difficult to shape.
	bed: In rock, the flat surface of a stone parallel to its stratification.
	bed joint: The horizontal layer of mortar on which a masonry unit is laid.
	biological activity: Algae or lichen growth visible on the stone’s surface.
	block: A concrete masonry unit made with fine aggregate and cement that is shaped in a mold.
	bluestone: A hard fine-grained stone often used for mainly for walkways or patios.
	box tomb: A crypt style monument with no body interred inside. The interior is a hollow cavity.
	brick masonry: A type of construction that has units of baked clay or shale of uniform size, small enough to be placed with one hand, laid in courses with mortar joints to form walls, pillars, and various structures.
	bronze: An alloy of approximately 90 percent copper and 10 percent tin, which contains small amounts of other metals such as lead and zinc. Hard and durable, it is one of the most commonly used materials for sculptural works.
	burial mound: A mound resulting from dirt piled upon a corpse.
	burial vault: A concrete or other material used as a grave liner; to keep a grave from subsiding.
	cairn: A mound of stones serving as memorial or marker.
	calcareous: Consisting of, or containing, calcium carbonate or carbonate of lime.
	calcite: A rock forming mineral, calcite is found in limestone and seashells. It is very common on the earth’s surface, as it dissolves in water and grows anywhere that water can reach.
	calcium: A soft, silver- white chemical element found in limestone, marble and chalks.
	cap: The top cement surface on a masonry structure.
	capstone: Stone on top of a monument or wall.
	casket: A rectangular coffin.
	carving: A traditional subtractive method of producing a sculpture in which the material is cut away or chipped away; also a tern used to describe letting an inscription or decoration in a gravestone or monument.
	cast: The form produced by filling a mold.
	cast iron: Iron made in a mold.
	cavity wall: A wall with an air space behind it, such as in a box tomb.
	cement: The binding material which holds the aggregates together, in concrete and mortar, binding them into a solid mass.
	cemetery: A final resting place for human remains. Larger, planned, and more organized in structure, then the earlier graveyards and burying grounds.
	cenotaph: A monument to honor a deceased who is buried elsewhere, or whose body was never found.
	charnel house: A place for storing bones or corpses.
	clay: A malleable, moist earth mixed with water that becomes hard when baked.
	closure brick: A partial brick that is cut to fit into a place to complete a course.
	coffin: The boxes in which bodies are laid to rest.
	column: A tall, vertical, cylindrical member, most often associated, with a classical capitol.
	concrete: A artificial stone made by mixing cement and sand with gravel, broken stone, or other aggregate.  The preferred material for all modern monuments foundations.
	conservation: To save and protect what is left as it is found. To stabilize what is left of an artifact. The proper term to describe a huge scope of procedures and treatments performed to save and protect art and historic gravestones, monuments, sculp...
	coping: Large stone blocks set at the perimeter of a grave site. Most often found on large Victorian family plots; the top course of a masonry wall.
	course: One of the continuous horizontal layers (rows) of masonry that forms a structure.
	crazing: The checking or cracking of the surface of artificial stone, concrete, etc.
	crypt: A subterranean vault used as a burial chamber; may be located beneath a church floor.
	descanos: Roadside crosses; often found on alongside sharp bends in roadways.
	dissolution of marble: Very advanced stage of deterioration; a combination of multiple decay mechanisms including, erosion, sugaring, and spalling.
	dry stack: Stonework with mortar recessed so that it is invisible.
	dry stone wall: A stone wall built without mortar.
	efflorescence: The white or grayish crust sometimes formed on the surface of masonry or stone, often as calcium sulfate. It is caused by the leeching-out of soluble chemical salts, from the stone, brick or mortar joints through the forces of capillary...
	engraving: Inscription formed by carving or sandblasting into stone.
	entomb: To place in a tomb or grave.
	epitaph: An inscription on a gravestone or monument. Often a short poem, literary piece, or description of the deceased virtues. Very common on historic gravestones, but seldom used in modern monuments.
	erosion: When pertaining to stone; gradually wearing away of surface; associated with sugaring in marble. Regarding landscape, the slow tendency of earth to move down hill, through the forces of wind water, and ice.
	evaporate: To change into or pass off in vapor; Important part of the rising damp cycle in gravestones; the force which pulls salts and minerals towards the surface of stone and masonry structures combined with capillary action.
	exfoliation: Peeling or scaling of stone surface.
	exhume: To remove from a grave.
	face: The front or inscribed surface of a gravestone or monument.
	failure: Collapse, rupture, or fracture. In gravestones, usually refers to a breakdown of a previous repair procedure.
	fallen: A memorial or sculpture which has been toppled over onto the ground.
	feldspar: One of the crystalline minerals in granite.
	finial: An image which is inscribed at the shoulder area, or top upper sides, most common on a historic tablet stone.
	footing: Foundation; A base for a wall or other structure that provides stability; may be concrete, or built masonry.
	footstone: Smaller gravestone set at the foot of a grave, most often in conjunction with a headstone. May be inscribed with only initials, or name, and is smaller then headstone.
	foundation: The part of construction that supports the structure. In monuments, poor quality foundations or no at all account for a large percentage of structural failures.
	fragment: A piece of a broken gravestone, monument, or sculpture.
	gneiss: Hard course grained metamorphic rock, not easily worked. It is also known as a type of granite, composed of mica, quartz, and schist, with additional iron, magnesium and silicates.
	grade: The slope of the ground around a gravestone, monument or structure.
	grade line: The point at which a stone enters the ground. The most common site of tablet stone breakage.
	granite: Geologically an igneous rock made up of mica, quartz, and feldspar. The predominant stone which was used in American monuments during the twentieth century. Most modern monuments and footstones are composed of granite, which is now imported i...
	granular disintegration: The final and most advanced stage of marble or limestone decomposition exhibiting, extensive sugaring and erosion with lost inscription. A highly weakened and deteriorated stone.
	grave: A place of burial, especially the excavation itself.
	grave marker: Something placed in remembrance of the dead; a universal name to describe many types of memorials.
	gravestone: A stone placed on a grave to mark it, commonly inscribed with name, birth and death dates; most often describes a historic memorial. Tends to mean a monolithic, or a one piece stone such as a tablet stone.
	granolithic: Consisting of artificial stone of a fine granular structure.
	headstone: A stone set at the head of a grave.
	igneous rock: Rock formed as molten magma cools and hardens underground. Granite is the most common example, today being almost exclusively employed for monumental works. Course grained igneous rock are called granite and are preferred for monuments a...
	incised carving: Decorative image or inscription cut into stone.
	incipient: Beginning to take place.
	interment: Burial
	inscription: Lettering carved or sandblasted into a gravestone or monument.
	in-situ: On site, constructed or conserved in position.
	joint: Any place where two or more edges or surfaces come to a union.
	keystone: The top stone in an arch or the center stone in a flat span.
	laminated stone: Built up in layers when formed, such as sandstone.
	ledgestone: Pattern of stonework utilizing horizontal joints.
	lime: Produced by burning limestone in a kiln. The base for mortar.
	limestone: A sedimentary rock formed from shells and organic sea matter. If metamorphisized becomes marble. Limestone was often used in nineteenth century monuments as a base. May be difficult to distinguish from marble, but tends to be grayer in colo...
	lunette: Tympanum, upper center area on a gravestone, which often contained an image such as a cherub, urn & willow, or a deaths head.
	mantle: A shelf built into masonry for ornamental reasons.
	marble: Metamorphisized limestone. The most common stone type used from the late 1700s in some areas through present day. Predominantly used during the Victorian era for gravestones, monuments, and sculpture. Unfortunately the stone most adversely eff...
	masonry: Anything constructed of the materials stone, brick, block, concrete, tile, and mortar.
	mausoleum: Large, elaborate tomb or building to hold human remains.
	medallion: A decorative plaque with slightly projecting carvings.
	metamorphic rock: Rock formed or changed by heat and compression. Formed under high pressure and heat over a long period of time. Examples include: Limestone becomes marble, shale becomes slate, and some sandstones become quartzite.
	memorial: Stone commemorating a person; may or may not be marking a grave site.  Gravestones moved away from remains become memorials.
	mica: Mineral that occurs in thin sheets and tends to sparkle. A major part of granite.
	mineral: A solid mixture of chemicals that has certain regular characteristics, such as atomic structure and chemical composition.
	monolith: A one-piece gravestone or monument.
	monument: From the root word meaning,” to think”. A building, structure or memorial; a headstone constructed of two or more sections. Can include a wide range of types and styles.
	national historic landmark: America’s highest designation for historic structures. It was instituted by the Roosevelt Administration in 1935. See web site.
	national register of historic places: America’s official list of buildings, sites and districts which includes some cemeteries. It was founded by Congress in 1966, but is administered by the states.
	patina: The final surface texture or color. The protective crust which forms over time, on the surface of some types of stone outdoors.
	pavers: Bricks in numerous sizes and shapes that are used for constructing sidewalks, patios, and driveways.
	perpetual care: Guarantee of eternal cemetery upkeep; funds were collected and set aside and sometimes markers were placed beside monuments, or inscriptions added to stones, to denote a payment had been collected.
	pitting: Distinct depressions on a stones surface.
	plinth: A block that raises a monument or sculpture.
	plumb: Straight up and down; vertically perpendicular as measured with a spirit level, or plumb bob.
	portland cement: Cement most often used in modern construction to formulate concrete, mortar, and pre-cast products. Creates a very hard solid, not recommended for most aspects of historic preservation.
	preservation: To keep safe from harm or injury; historic preservation attempts to preserve our histories artifacts and objects from previous generations.
	proportion: The correct or desirable relationship between parts.
	quartz: A common crystalline stone. A major part of granite.
	quartzite: Metamorphic sandstone. A harder denser sandstone.
	reinforcing rod: Rebar; A steel rod that is used for reinforcing concrete or masonry.
	reset: The reinstallation of a leaning, fallen, or damaged gravestone or monument.
	reset lowered: A gravestone which has been reset in a lowered position due to being fractured,
	most often near the ground level.
	restoration: To restore or make new again. More aggressive then conservation, restoration implies recreating what has been lost.
	retaining wall: A wall of masonry used to keep soil or other material from in place, and from falling.
	rising damp: Moisture brought upwards through the forces of capillary action and evaporation.
	rowlock: A brick laid on its edge (face).
	sandstone: A sedimentary rock made up of compressed sand. Formed from fresh water sediment. Extensively used in the form of brownstone throughout the Connecticut River valley from the late 1600s to about 1900.
	sarcophagus: A stone coffin.
	sedimentary rock: Rock that forms at the Earths surface. It consists of layers or rock fragments or other substances that have been deposited on top of each other. Examples include; lake and river beds become sandstone, sea beds become limestone.
	sepulcher: A burial vault, a place to store relics in an altar.
	shale: Thinly layered soft stone of clay origin. Becomes slate if metamorphisized
	shim: Cushion. Spacer placed between stone segments. May be lead, copper, plastic and Can vary in thickness.
	shoulder: Top upper outside corners on a gravestone.
	slate: A hard durable rock which comes from metamorphic shale composed mainly of clay. Many of the oldest and best preserved examples of colonial gravestones were carved from slate.
	soapstone: A soft stone composed largely of talc. It carves easily and resists heat well. It tends to work more like a wood then a common stone. Occasionally gravestones were carved from soap stone.
	soldier course: A course of brick laid with the brick standing on edge with the thin side on the face.
	soundness: Absence of the tendency to crack, swells, shrink, distort or disintegrate, under varying conditions.
	spall: To flake or split away, indicates the loss of stone.
	stabilize: To make safe or secure. To prevent from falling or being damaged.
	stele: A commemorative stone inscribed or sculpture, as a monument or set into the facade of a building.
	struck joint: A joint that has been made by pressing the mortar with a trowel.
	survey: To overview a graveyard or cemetery in planning for preservation.
	table stone: A memorial composed of legs or a built masonry base, supporting a large horizontal stone, usually containing inscription.
	table tomb: Box tomb, a crypt style monument without a body inside.
	tablet stone: A single piece vertical gravestone
	texture: The tactile and visual quality of a surface, regardless of its color.
	tomb: A grave, burial vault or a monument.
	tombstone: Gravestone; denotes historical type, often within the western United States
	treatment: The proper term to describe performing a conservation procedure.
	tumulus: Burial mound or barrow.
	tympanum: The semi-circular top upper section on a tablet stone.
	unstable: A hazardous or dangerous gravestone, monument, or structure. May be in danger of toppling or falling apart.
	urn: Container for ashes of a person who has been cremated.
	vaulted ceiling: A ceiling formed from a continuous arch, found in Roman, Classical and Gothic architecture and revival styles. A common technique employed in the 19th and 20th century for the construction crypts and vaults in cemeteries.
	veneer: A layer of bricks or stones that serve as a facing.
	weathering: The breaking down of rocks or masonry, by the action of various processes such as freezing and thawing and dissolving in water..
	wrought iron: Decorative iron that is hammered or forged into shape by hand. Very popular during the 19th and early 20th century for fences and ornament. Almost a lost art, as very few artisans continue to practice this trade.
	wythe: A vertical stack of bricks one thickness wide; a veneer course.
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